[Your organisation’s letterhead]

Date

[Name of your Head of State] 
[Position - President or Prime Minister] 
Government of [Country] 
Full Mailing Address

Dear Mr. President [or appropriate greeting]

Re: Creation of High-Level Permanent G-8 Working Group on HIV-AIDS

Around the world today, workers, along with millions more from many other sectors of society, are dying due to HIV/AIDS. Trade unions, employers and governments have grounds for concern about the negative impact this has on the fabric of society and the serious long term implications for future economic and social development.

The [your organisation name] is joining the international trade union movement to call for our country, as a G-8 member, to support the establishment of a permanent high-level working group on HIV/AIDS at next July’s G8 summit in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Such a working group on HIV/AIDS is needed to guarantee progress further to the promises made by [name your Country] and other countries at the Gleneagles G-8 Summit last year to achieve Universal Access to Treatment by 2010 and to develop a vaccine that will prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS. 
We call upon you to do your part to keep these promises and to implement the previous G-8 commitments on HIV/AIDS!

The UN “Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS”, signed by the G-8 countries as well as many others, promised a dedicated focus on HIV/AIDS. In so doing, you as our representatives agreed to time-bound commitments that ensure that progress be made on one of the most serious global health threats ever known to our civilisation.

This permanent working group on HIV/AIDS is essential to ensure continuity, maintain momentum, and support progress by continuing to refine G-8 policies on HIV/AIDS from year to year and drawing upon lessons learned. By mainstreaming HIV/AIDS into the G-8 process through such a working group, the goal of attaining universal access will be closer to achievement.

We would appreciate hearing from you on this issue and being kept informed of your deliberations within the G8 for the upcoming Summit.

Yours sincerely,

[Your signature]
[Your name] 
[Your position and organisation name]

