Proposal to Fight Against Gender Violence in Latin America

Introduction

The aim of this proposal is to make people conscious about gender violence. The school, Santa Teresa, has made a research on this problem.

Most Common Problems
In Argentina, domestic violence is a serious problem. Even though law prohibits domestic violence, lack of vigilance on the part of the police and the judicial system often leads to a lack of protection for victims.
Women continue to be scorned, humiliated, and taken only as sexual objects. Sexual harassment in the public sector is prohibited under laws that impose disciplinary or corrective measures. In some jurisdictions, sexual harassment may lead to the abuser’s dismissal form work, whereas in other areas the maximum penalty is five days in prison.
Women earn significantly less than men in Latin America labour markets. In our region they are concentrated on community service activities, and positions in the lower levels, despite their great progress in education. As the inclusion of women decreases, the lower its integration into he working world, and the higher the burden of housework and childcare and the unavailability of support for it.

Solutions
Based on the research done, the group thought about some solutions. One of them is the improvement in education. In some schools there is a subject called social communication, which is about these social problems that the society has to deal with. 

Another solution to this problem is to build new advertising campaigns and create new laws so as to decrease the problem. 
What can be done locally? Several governmental and non-governmental organisations in the region provide medical, legal and counselling services for victims of rape and domestic violence. Health workers have a crucial role in helping victims of gender violence. In order to do so, they must learn to be alert to the signs of domestic violence and, when cases are suspected, they should ask discreet questions, listen to the woman’s story and put her in touch with support agencies. 
The media has an important role to play in raising awareness of gender violence in the general population. Extensive coverage is welcomed and needed but care should be taken not to sensationalise and trivialise its coverage, minimise the cost or blame the victims.

Conclusion
In our opinion, if every one is conscious of this problem, women of the future will have a better place to live and progress.

Written by: Rocío Da Ré, Clara Fernandez Vidiri, Juliana Sayous, Victoria Varela, Axel Murano, Mauro Robert and Facundo Gil – Santa Teresa School – Tigre, Argentina
